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Argentina 7
Australia 6
Chile 9
France 12
Italy 7
Portugal 10
Spain 9
United States 32

Other 8 
Austria 2, Germany 1, Greece 1, 
New Zealand 1, South Africa 3

by Country

Number of Countries Represented: 13

Number of Grape Varieties: more than 30

Average Rating: 89.5

Average Price: $11.89

W ine lovers the world over share a 
common complaint: Why does the 
stuff we so adore often seem to cost 
more than we can afford? This list is 

our antidote to rising wine prices, the remedy 
for what ails us. All of these wines carry sug-
gested retail prices of $15 or less, which makes 
it a list of brands, regions and varieties you can 
bank on to keep your palate happy and your 
wallet fat.

Over the past 12 months, our tasting panel-
ists reviewed more than 16,000 wines, granting 
the coveted Best Buy designation to only 1,224 
(7.6%). From there, we whittled the numbers 
down to the Top 100 listed here, based on the 
relationship between score and price and fac-
toring in availability and buzz. We also tried to 
balance the list in terms of wine style, variety 
and origin. The result is one of the finest and 
most eclectic collections of Best Buys we’ve 
ever come up with, testament to the efforts of 
the wine industry to offer ever-improving wines 
at realistic prices, and—dare we toot our own 
horn a little—our reviewers’ efforts to find the 
wine world’s best values.

OUR EXCLUSIVE  
RANKING OF THE YEAR’S  

BEST VALUES
BY THE EDITORS OF WINE ENTHUSIAST MAGAZINE
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1

90 Pacific Rim 2010 Riesling (Columbia Val-
ley). Right on the borderline between dry and 

sweet, this richly fruity Riesling is packed with flavors of 
peach, apricot, pear, a hint of mint, and a streak of wet 
stone. There is a lot going on for such an inexpensive 
wine. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $10 

2

89 Dominio de Eguren 2009 Protocolo Red 
Wine (Vino de la Tierra de Castilla). One 

of the best deals in Spanish red wine you’re likely to 
find. Protocolo has always delivered value but this vin-
tage sets a new high standard for $7 Tempranillo. It’s 
deep, ripe and minty on the nose, with berry power 
foretelling a pure, lush palate that’s packed with berry 
flavors and light herbal shadings. Impressive and su-
per tasty, especially given the price. Fine Estates From 
Spain. —M.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

3

89 Bogle 2010 Sauvignon Blanc (Califor-
nia). Another Best Buy from Bogle, which 

seems to produce them so easily. This Sauvignon Blanc 
is crisp and complex in Asian pear, tangerine and green 
apple flavors, brightened with crisp acidity and made 
savory with dusty baking spices. —S.H. 
abv: 12.9% Price: $9 

4
90 Quinta do Serrado 2007 Serrado Colhei-

ta (Dão). A darkly tannic wine, very mineral, 
tasting of the granite Dão soil. The wine is taut, fresh 
with black currants, its structure a major element. For 
aging 3–4 years. Wine Enterprises LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $7 

5

88 Delicato 2009 Domino Pinot Grigio (Cali-
fornia). Made in an appealingly dry, tartly crisp 

style, this is a fine cocktail sipper to drink with appe-
tizers. It impresses for its rich citrus fruit, lemongrass, 
mineral and papaya flavors, and as dry as they are, the 
finish is honeyed. Production was 21,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 12% Price: $7

6

92 Cameron Hughes 2007 Lot 157 Caber-
net Sauvignon (Yountville). For sheer he-

donism, this is one of the best Cabs on the market. This 
classic Napa Cab is dry, complex and a joy to drink now, 
framed by elegant tannins. A spectacular bargain. Pro-
duction was 4,000 cases. —S.H. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $15

7

90 MontGras 2009 Quatro (Colchagua Val-
ley). Sweet and smoky on the nose, with prune, 

hickory and spice aromas that come together well. The 
palate on this four-grape blend is saturated and meaty, 
while the flavors of blackberry, coffee and dark plum 
are lush and finish with toast and spice. Always one of 
Chile’s best values; an overperformer year after year. 
Palm Bay International. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

8

90 Tormaresca 2009 Neprica (Puglia). Nepri-
ca is an awesome blend of Negroamaro, Primi-

tivo and Cabernet Sauvignon from southern Italy that 
offers an unbeatable price-versus- quality ratio. This ris-
ing star of Puglia would pair with meats, pasta or aged 
cheese and offers clean aromas of ripe fruit, spice and 
leather. Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. —M.L. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $12 

9

91 DFJ Vinhos 2010 Grand’Arte Alvarinho 
(Lisboa). Full and rounded wine, with touches 

of toast, pineapple, melon and peach. It’s a fine expres-
sion of Alvarinho, keeping the essential fresh structure 
of the grape while also giving extra weight and richness. 
Dionysos Imports Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $11

10

90 Washington Hills 2010 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Washington). Aromatically inviting, with 

a lovely mix of sweet grass and light, fresh sugar pea 
scents. Tart, spicy passionfruit, grapefruit and star-
fruit flavors contribute to a lovely bottle of Sauvignon 
Blanc, with plenty of acidity that does not turn at all 
sour. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $9 

11
89 Château Cabezac 2007 La Tradition (Mi-

nervois). For the price and quality, you just 
can’t go wrong with this one. Medium intense with 
strong suggestions of kirsch and blackberry liqueur lift-
ed by accents of rosemary, espresso grinds and licorice. 
Round and satisfying in the mouth with more dark fruit 
flavors and a peppery finish.Château Cabezac. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $8

12
92 Georges Duboeuf 2010 Domaine Mont- 

chavy (Morgon). Dark-hued wine, domi-
nated by acidity as well as firm tannins. It shows solid, 
chunky structure, ripe fruit and plenty of sweetness. 
Of course, there is acidity as well, the charm of Gamay 
coming through in the fresh cherry flavors. Age 2–3 
years. W.J. Deutsch & Sons. —R.V. 
abv: NA  Price: $14  

13

90 Kitchen Sink NV White Table Wine (Cali-
fornia). A superb white wine, and at this price, 

buy it by the case. Made from Chardonnay, Chenin 
Blanc and Gewürztraminer, it’s streamlined and dry, 
with racy acidity framing citrus, lychee, pear, honey-
suckle, mineral and spice flavors. Production was 10,000 
cases. —S.H. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $10

14
91 Wines & Winemakers 2008 Azul Portu-

gal Red (Ribatejo). A very soft-textured wine 
with delicious jammy fruits that give spice and juiciness. 
It has a rich feel to it, velvet in the mouth, while the 
acidity adds just the right amount of freshness. Iberia 
Wine & Spirits LLC. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $10

15

90 Hogue 2009 Gewürztraminer (Columbia 
Valley). Very fine, full and fruity, this is a re-

markably flavorful wine. It captures just a hint of the flo-
ral/soapy side of the grape, but brings in delicious fruit 
flavors of peach and pear and melon and more, a lus-
cious mix that continues to resonate right on through 
a powerful finish. It’s just slightly off-dry, but not really 
sweet. —P.G. 
abv: NA Price: $11

16

90 Viña Bisquertt 2010 La Joya Reserve 
Merlot (Colchagua Valley). Toasty, rich and 

spicy on the nose, with big black fruit aromas, a dusting 
of raw oak and smoked meat. It’s full, round and lush in 
the mouth, with ripe flavors of blackberry and oak but 
nothing candied, faux or cheap tasting. Smooth, full and 
chocolaty on the finish; excellent overall for $11 Merlot. 
Prestige Wine Group. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $11

The Net
The wire nets found on many Rioja bottles today were traditionally used in the 

20th century as a means to thwart merchants from creating fraudulent wines by 
pasting the labels of top wines onto lesser bottles. 

Artsy Mouton Rothschild
Each year, Baron Philippe de Rothschild 

asks a different artist to design the 
label for Château Mouton Rothschild. 
Some of the featured artists include 
Salvador Dalí (1958), Pablo Picasso 

(1973) and Lucian Freud (2006). 




