
Vintage: 2006
Appellation: Oak Knoll, Napa Valley
Grape: 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot
Production: 4000 cases
Alcohol: 14.5%
Availability: October 2008

Taste: On the nose subtle purple fruits and classic Napa Valley cassis. The wine is

black with a purple rim. Elegant yet powerfully structured on the palate with good

minerality and integrated tannins. While a bit tight right now, it opens up quickly

and drinks well. The fruit is just beginning to peek through so I don’t think this

wine will take a year to break through like Lot 35 — especially given its extra

point of alcohol. All in all, this is one hell of a cabernet and it will age beautifully.

Cameron Confidential: Lot 75 2006 Oak Knoll Cabernet hails from the new

Oak Knoll District of Napa Valley. Given “District” status in 2004, Oak Knoll is 

located just south of the Yountville District and, as such, is considered the coolest

climate is Napa next to Carneros. Oak Knoll is HOT, but not in the temperature

sense, and much like its neighbor to the east, Coombsville/ Tulocay, is seeing

greatly increased demand for grapes but not from the big guys; rather, demand in

Oak Knoll is from small winemakers crafting elegantly powerful expressions of

Napa Cabernet. Again, the style here is more iron fist/velvet glove than Betty Boop

and Lot 75 reflects those same values. Made in a high-end custom crush facility

from perfectly ripe 2006 fruit, Lot 75 saw only about 33% new French Oak and is

more an expression of fruit elegance than oak. The tannins are well integrated

into the wine which is extremely well-structured and, like Lot 35, well built for the

cellar. In comparison to Lot 35, I would say this is the superior wine from a better

vintage combining more up front fruit and better overall musculature (about a

point higher in Alcohol at 14.5%). Purple fruits on the nose with more chocolate

and mocha/espresso flavors on the palate. The wine is huge structurally with a

long, sustained finish despite being tightly wound. A bit more open at this 

stage than Lot 35, Lot 75 probably has more in common with Lot 73 off of 

Chalk Hill. Just coming out to play, this wine has a long life ahead of it.
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“All in all, this is one
hell of a cabernet

and it will age 
beautifully”

 


